Surgical management of gallstone disease and postoperative complications.
Symptomatic gallstone disease is one of the most common illnesses requiring surgical therapy. In the United States, an estimated 700,000 people will undergo cholecystectomy for gallstones this year. The average patient has an uncomplicated postoperative course and is satisfied with the results of treatment. However, complications do occur and the prudent clinician should have a clear understanding of their causes, prevention, recognition, and the management strategies for their successful resolution. These issues are reviewed in the this article.